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3 AOO ^ 
SPEECH OF THE HON, THE PREMIER TO THE APEX DISTRICT CONVENTION 
AT KEITH. ON SATURDAY. 17TH JUNE. 1967i 
The poverty of the average c i t i zenB i n Asian coun t r i e s 
i s , as compared wi th the s tandard of l i v i n g of the average 
c i t i z e n in A u s t r a l i a , appa l l i ng . Whereas the average income 
per head of popula t ion i n A u s t r a l i a i s i n excess of $1,000 pei? 
year , i n Ind ia i t i s about , $60 per yea r , i n Pak i s t an even l e s s 
and i n Malaya l e s s than $180 per yea r . I n a d d i t i o n , i n 
A u s t r a l i a the s tandard of n u t r i t i o n i s amongst the h ighes t i n 
the world, whereas in I n d i a , Pak i s t an and Malaya, i n many cases 
the s tandard in t ake of food i s a t l e s s than ma lnu t r i t i on l e v e l . 
Morally, then , we should he "bound t o do something about these 
a r e a s . We must remember t he f a c t that^ i n most Asian a r e a s , 
i 
t he re i s a popula t ion explosion due t o improvements i n h e a l t h 
s tandards without the l i t e r a c y and educat ion necessary f o r 
fami ly p lanning. ^ 
A u s t r a l i a i s one of the w e a l t h i e s t coun t r i e s i n the 
world and i t has been widely recommended t h a t we should inc rease 
our a i d t o under-developed coun t r i e s t o an amount a t l e a s t of 
of our na t i ona l income. Prance spends more than 1 % of i t s 
n a t i o n a l income in a i d t o under-developed coun t r i e s and we are 
spending very much l e s s than the United S t a t e s and Great B r i t a i n 
p r o p o r t i o n a t e l y . Approximately ,Qfo of our n a t i o n a l income 
goes t o a id to under-developed c o u n t r i e s , but a very l a r g e 
p ropor t ion of t h i s goes t o Papua-New Guinea. We cannot take 
c r e d i t f o r the e n t i r e amount spent i n Papua-New Guinea as a i d 
t o under-developed c o u n t r i e s , f o r i n r e l a t i o n t o t h i s area we 
are one of the o ldes t c o l o n i a l powers i n the world, and up t o 
the l a s t war gave woeful ly inadequate sums f o r the development 
of the Papua-New Guinea a r e a . What we a re spending now i s only 
beginning t o catch up on neglec t of t he p a s t . I t has been 
ob jec ted t h a t as a developing and n e c e s s a r i l y c a p i t a l importing 
country we c a n ' t a f f o r d to give g ran t s overseas . We do no t , 
as a developing country , need c a p i t a l imports except where t h i s 
b r ings us t echno log ica l improvement. But the kind of c a p i t a l 
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import we have had i n l a rge measure r e c e n t l y (which i s simply-
tak ing over e x i s t i n g a s s e t s i n A u s t r a l i a wi thout any techno-
l o g i c a l improvement) i s not a s s i s t i n g our economy, "but f a c i n g 
i t w i th g r e a t e r problems. We could bo th provide f o r necessary 
c a p i t a l expansion and provide f o r overseas a id i f we r e s t r i c t e d 
c a p i t a l imports t o those are^is where we gained t echnolog ica l 
improvement from the import and imposed i n t e r n a l l y i n A u s t r a l i a 
a c a p i t a l i s sues con t ro l t o ensure t h a t A u s t r a l i a ' s investment 
capac i ty 
was channel led to necessary b a s i c development. 
I t i s t r ue t h a t there are gaps i n our we l fa re p ro -
grammes i n A u s t r a l i a and we need t o do more i n t h i s a rea . 
P a r t i c u l a r l y we need to spend more i n the a rea of educa t ion . 
People have objec ted t h a t we should do t h i s be fo re we inc rease 
\ 
overseas a i d . I do not be l i eve i t i s a ques t ion of one or the 
i 
o the r . We should do a l l these t h i n g s , f o r overseas a id i s not 
merely a moral o b l i g a t i o n on u s . , I f A u s t r a l i a ' s economy i s t o 
continue t o expand, we have t o have markets i n Asia . We w i l l 
only ge t e f f e c t i v e economic demand f o r our products i f the 
ma te r i a l s tandards of Asian peoples are improved. There fore , 
an increase i n a i d t o under-developed coun t r i e s i s not merely a 
moral o b l i g a t i o n , i t i s f o r us a sound bus iness p r o p o s i t i o n . 
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